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briefest outline round it, but that which immediately envelopes its
separate particles.

We must likewise observe that not only does the whole of this
superficies move when the whole piece of bread is transferred from
one place to another, but that it also has a partial movement, as
happens when some of the particles of bread are set in motion by
the entrance of air or other bodies into its pores. Hence, if there
are any bodies such that any or all of their parts are in continual
motion (which I think holds of many of the constituent parts of
bread and in the case of all the particles in wine), we must believe
that the superficies of these things are continually in some sort of
motion.

Finally, we must note that, by the superficies of bread or of
wine or of any other body, is meant not any part of their substance,
nor indeed any part of the quantity of the body, nor even a part of
the circumjacent bodies, but merely that limit which is conceived
to lie between the single particles of a body and the bodies that
surround it, a boundary which has absolutely none but a modal
reality1.

But now, since contact is effected at this boundary alone and
nothing is perceived unless by contact, it is clear that from the
single statement that the substance of the bread and wine is changed
into the substance of some other body in such a way that this new
substance is entirely contained within the same limits as those
within which the other substances previously were, or in precisely
the same place as that in which the bread and wine previously
existed, or rather (since these boundaries are continually moving)
in that in which they would exist if they were present, it necessarily
follows that that new substance would act on our senses in entirely
the same way as that in which the bread and wine would act, if no
transubstantiation had occurred.

Moreover, it is the teaching of the Church in the Council of
Trent, session 13, canons 2 and 4, that the whole substance of the
bread is changed into the substance of the body of Christ our Lord,
while only the semblance of the bread remains unaltered. Here I do
not see what can be meant by the appearance of the bread, except
that superficies which intervenes between its single particles and
the bodies surrounding them.

For, as has already been said, it is at this superficies alone that
contact occurs; and Aristotle himself supports us in saying that

1 entitatem.